
MEDICAID PILOT
PDN ACUITY TOOL

TO: All potential Private Duty Nursing Providers

FROM: Janet L. Dauman, BSN, Program Administrator Home Health, Hospice, and Private Duty Nursing

DATE: November 13, 2003

The Department is piloting the use of an Acuity Tool as a result oflast year's legislative interest in the Private Duty Nursing (PDN)
program. The purpose of the tool is two-fold. It is important to collect data about the needs ofthe clients in the program. It is also
important to determine the appropriate number of hours of service for Private Duty Nursing clients. This information will allow us to
defend the cost ofPDN while demonstrating the ability to utilize the benefit for the most needy.

Based upon the PDN regulations and medical necessity criteria for the program, the sections of the Acuity Tool have an impact upon
the amount of care necessary. Providers are requested to utilize the Tool for each new admission into Private Duty Nursing for a
period of at least six (6) months. This Tool will not replace any of the currently required paperwork. You should send the Tool in with
the remainder of your paperwork to Dual Diagnosis Management.

The Acuity Tool is designed to be easy to use. Just circle the points to the left of the skill needed for the client's care. When finished,
add down the columns of points, and then across the bottom of the page from left to right. Add the subtotals together for the grand
total.

Thank you for your participation in this Pilot Acuity Tool.




